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CW 505:1 
Dear Christian Friends and especially all Mothers: 
 
Have you noticed how a declining stock market feeds on itself?  As people see their share 
values go down, they feel the urge to sell.  When the herd is selling, prices decline further.  
The same is true of marriage attitudes.  As more children are born into unwed homes, 
fewer children have a working marriage model to imitate.  Normal is redefined. 
 
The Pharisees at Jesus’ time (as well as Jesus’ own disciples!) were convinced that lifelong 
marriage was too heavy an expectation and advocated for quick and easy divorce.  They 
were shocked by Jesus’ strong reaction:  “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the 
beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man 
will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become 
one flesh?’  So they are no longer two, but one” (Matthew 19:4-6). 
 
In other words, marriage doesn’t belong to people to experiment and play with.  It belongs 
to God.  It is his invention, designed during creation week itself. 
 
Jesus said that couples are joined together.  The phrase in its original Greek means  “stuck 
like glue.”  Marriage superglues you to your partner; you are no longer “me’ but “we.”  In 
God’s math, one plus one equals one.  I pray you are thrilled to hear that. 
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Married behaviors are learned behaviors.  Newlyweds assume that their partner’s needs 
are identical to theirs, and they are not.  That’s why God gives different instructions.  
Women may think that their husbands crave love most of all.  But it’s not the main thing for 
a guy.  Here’s the secret:  your man’s greatest need is respect. 
 
Love is nice, but respect is oxygen for a man’s soul.  We may have bigger bodies and be 
physically stronger than our wives.  Still, every woman has the ability to cut a man down to 
the ground.  Just with words, you can make us feel stupid and small.  Instead, we need 
your help to grow into the leaders God wants us to be.  “The wife must respect her 
husband” (Ephesians 5:33). 
 
Women, do you want the man in your home to lead, provide, and take responsibility?  The 
way you talk will establish the environment.  Sarcasm and belittling can crush his spirit.  No 
man can lead unless the woman is willing to take the risk of being willing to follow. 
 
A man who feels like a midget in his own home will find excuses to stay away.  A man who 
feels like a king will run home each day to take care of and protect his queen and the royal 
family. 
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Most people know the experience of being chewed out by a boss or put down by fellow 
workers.  Abuse from people around us starts early.  Every school kid knows what it is like 
to be picked on, gossiped about, or mocked because of his or her clothes, shoes, grades, 
hair, or speech. 
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Where do children go when they have been made to feel worthless, stupid, and ugly?  You 
know the answer:  they go to Mom.  Mothers have great restorative power in their soothing 
words and hugs.  A child needs to know that even if the world is against me, Mom will 
always love me, be proud of me, and think I’m somebody. 
 
King David, warrior and poet, compared the peace he enjoyed with his God to the utter 
serenity of a small child with his mother:  “But I have stilled and quieted my soul; like a 
weaned child with its mother, like a weaned child is my soul within me” (Psalm 
131:2). 
 
Moms, it is you who make God believable and real to small children.  It is from you that 
your children learn about unconditional love, daily forgiveness, and a feeling of self-worth.  
When they’ve learned it from you, they will find it believable that God could love them the 
same way and even more:  that he would send his own Son to take their place, to suffer 
and die a horrible death for them, to rise from the dead, all to give them full and complete 
forgiveness for every one of their sins—for every wrong choice they have made, for every 
stupid thing they have done—and to give them eternal life in heaven. 
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From what some women have told me, flipping through a magazine made them feel beaten 
down and ugly.  The models are always skinny, and their hair and makeup are always 
perfect.  Reading those magazines is as likely to be torture as pleasure. 
 
I’ll tell you what, when you flip through God’s Book, you will find plenty of reminders that he 
is not interested in your outsides but in your insides:  “Charm is deceptive, and beauty is 
fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised” (Proverbs 31:30).  Do you 
know why the external stuff doesn’t matter to God?  Because people can so easily turn 
charm on and off.  Charmers are often users.  Unscrupulous women ever since Delilah 
have been using looks and sexuality to get what they want.  Do you need any convincing 
that beauty is fleeting?  Have you looked closely in the mirror lately?  How fast the wrinkles 
come! 
 
But a woman who fears the Lord is a different story.  How happy the home where the 
woman seeks first to please her Lord with words and actions.  How happy the home where 
the Word of God guides the way she treats her husband and children.  How happy the 
home where the woman lives, prays, and sings her faith in Jesus as her Savior, who has 
forgiven her and her loved ones. 
 
A few years ago on Mother’s Day, I read that portion of Proverbs, chapter 31, that 
describes the virtues of a godly woman.  After that service, a woman—a wife and mother—
told me that portion of Scripture always depresses her because she felt she had none of 
those virtues.  Let me assure you that Proverbs chapter 31 is not intended to intimidate 
women.  Its intent is get her husband and children to notice her worth and cherish 
especially her heart of faith.  If you have a mother, or had a mother, who loves you with all 
her heart and taught you to know Jesus Christ as your one and only Savior from sin, then 
say it with me:  MOM, WE ALL THINK YOU’RE AWESOME!  Amen. 
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